Course
English for Medical Sciences Division – A Course in Communication Skills for Researchers: Hilary Term
Tutor
Peter Saunders (peter.saunders@lang.ox.uk)
Language Level

C1-C2

Course Content
The course will focus on writing, speaking and related areas. The syllabus is not prescriptive: while many of the items listed below will be covered, classes will be responsive to students’ particular needs. The course will finish with formal presentations which students’ supervisors are welcome to attend. 
Particular focus will be placed on:
· Resolving communicative problems and discussing various topics e.g. work and scientific research
· Practising scientific writing and raising awareness of the structural patterns of different writing genres
· Practising speaking strategies e.g. how to intervene and contribute in a seminar, and make a presentation 
· Improving pronunciation by practising the phonetic alphabet; weak and strong forms; joining words; stress and intonation in connected speech; error correction
· Improving grammatical accuracy through class exercises targeting present tenses; the future; present perfect and past simple; use of articles; prepositions and error correction
· Expanding students’ vocabulary (particularly scientific vocabulary) by examining collocations; idioms; word families; affixes; register; with a focus on scientific language
· Reading passages of science-based writing, which will be analysed to support grammar review and vocabulary building
· Listening to recordings, which will be used to support work on pronunciation, speaking and vocabulary building as appropriate 
· Using WebLearn – the Oxford University Virtual Learning Environment – and other Web tools (e.g. Online Concordances; Google Docs; Wikis; Social Bookmarking)
Learning outcomes

By the time students finish the course, they should find it easier to express themselves in English, to function well as researchers and to give presentations. They should be more accurate and more fluent in both their speaking and writing. Their vocabulary should have grown and their skills improved over a range of tasks.  They should be more aware of areas where they have problems and more skilled at working on them.
Course text
There will be no set text. Students will be given photocopied handouts and listen to recordings from a range of sources. 
