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MEDICAL AND LIFE SCIENCES TRANSLATIONAL FUND (MLSTF)
PANEL MEETING
28 November 2025

MINUTES

In-person:

Online:

Helen McShane (HMS) (Chair), Deputy Head of Division and Associate Head of Division
(People and Translation) (Nuffield Department of Medicine, Medical Sciences Division)
Helen Fletcher (HF), (Vice-Chair), Senior Director and Scientific Fellow, Communicable
Diseases, Johnson and Johnson

Esther Becker (EB), Professor of Translational Neuroscience, Nuffield Department of Clinical
Neuroscience

Jasmina Kapetanovic (JK)*, MRC Clinical Scientist and Consultant Vitreo-Retinal Surgeon,
Nuffield Department of Clinical Neurosciences

Eleonora Lugara (EL), Associate, Oxford Science Enterprises

Heather Roxborough (HR), Senior Partner, Head of HealthTech, Oxford Science Enterprises
Toni Day (TD), Founder, Regulatory Insights Ltd (ExiR)

Laura Ferguson (LF), Senior Director, Enabling Technologies Search and Evaluation,
AstraZeneca (ExiR)

Giles Sanders (GS), Head of In Vitro Diagnostics, TTP (ExiR)

Jan Wolber (JW), Global Product Leader Digital, GE Healthcare (ExiR)

Kay Penicud (KP)*, VP, Head of Research Partnerships, Apollo Therapeutics

Matthew Carpenter (MC), Deputy Head of Licensing & Ventures - Life Sciences, Oxford
University Innovation

Simon Warner (SW), Head of Licensing & Ventures - Life Sciences, Oxford University
Innovation

Ruth Barrett (RB), Translation Manager, Cancer Research Horizons
Oliver Harrison (OH), CEO of Koa Health and Entrepreneur in Residence at MSD

Officers: MSD Translational Research Office

Deepak Kumar (DK), Head of Translational Research Office

Kavita Subramaniam (KS), Translational Research Manager

Vlada Yarosh (VY), Translational Research Coordinator

Tijana Vujasinovic* (TV), Translational Research Coordinator

Qhayiya Mudau* (QM), Translational Partnerships Manager in Global Health
Vincent Evans Gutierrez* (VEG), Office Administrator

Shaun Bush* (SB), Translational Funding Administrator

Apologies: Fadi Issa, David Clifton, Paul Cox, Matthew Wood, Nessa Carey
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*New members appointed/joining the MLSTF committee

Agenda:

NoukwnNe

Welcome and Introductions to Committee Members & Translational Research Office.
Minutes of previous meeting

Changes Implemented to MLSTF Autumn 2025

Budget for 2025-2026

Conflict of Interest Declarations

Ranked List of Proposals

AOB

General comments:

OUl are present to provide input on the IP strategy of the projects.

Everything discussed at the meeting is strictly confidential, all feedback is constructive,
anonymised and is provided as group feedback.

Summary of the Innovation co-funding scheme Eol application provided.

Summary of the funding volume given.

Chair highlighted that it’s unnecessary to exhaust all available funds if not warranted.

Summary of the conflicts of interest section.

Minutes from the previous round signed off.

Chair proposed that the first 19 applications, according to ranked score, be discussed (includes all
applications where the mean and median score is 7 or above). Where there was a median score
of 6 or less, applications were not discussed in the panel.

Notable applications metrics:

57 applications received (excluding 3 applications rejected at the admin stage due to them not
meeting the eligibility or the scope criteria), which is 21% increase from the last round. The TRO
had a sight of 59% of these applications.

85% were from MSD and 15% MPLS.

Top 5 departments represented: NDM (26%), RDM (16%), NDCN (14%), Chemistry (9%),
Engineering Science (7%), DPAG (5%).

43% of applications were submitted by female academics.

An additional 28 scientific experts were recruited by the TRO, aligning them with the relevant
proposals.

12 applications received from the ETls.

Cancer Research Horizons Innovation Funding Streams: 7 EOIs submitted, and 1 application
shortlisted.

7 applications were submitted from the overseas research units (3 from OUCRU and 4 from
MORU).

Awards made:

Final
Rank

Department & Pl Award

Title ..
Division volume
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1. Neuraminidases as novel Pharmacology
therapeutic targets for Platt, Frances M £77,545.76
. . (BW), MSD
neurodegenerative diseases
A Novel Gene Therapy Clinical Kapetanovic
2. Approach for Leber Neurosciences Jasmina ’ £78,740.00
Hereditary Optic Neuropathy (HM), MSD
Faster Oxygen Saturation Primary Care
3. Measurements for Paediatric | Health Sciences Hayward, Gail £53,370.51
Assessment (BZ), MSD
Clinical feasibility study of a Physiology
rapid, point-of-care urinary Anatomy and .
4, test for detecting Genetics (AV), Swietach, Pawel £84,431.66
intravascular haemolysis MSD
Novel bispecific therapeutics RD.M . Drakesmith,
> for breast cancer Investigative Alexander £84,713.77
Medicine, MSD
Using the hypoxic response Chemistry Schofield,
6. Department, . £85,000
for cancer treatment Christopher
MPLS
. L Physiology
Expanding the applicability of Anatomy and
7. a novel injectable long-acting . Stevens, Molly £81,919.00
formulation platform Genetics (AV),
MSD
Trustworthy Transfer of Engineering
8. Biosignal Foundation Models Science (DF), Gu, Xiao £50,000.00
across Healthcare Settings MPLS
Validating the Oxford
Cognitive Screen-Plus for Clinical
9. Cognitive Impairment After Neurosciences | Demeyere, Nele £73,307.00
Traumatic Brain Injury (OCS+ (HM), MSD
ABI)
From Al-ECG Phenotyping to
Patient Impact: Translatin
High A?terload ECG ° .RDM
10. . . Cardiovascular Raman, Betty £84,617.00
Signatures into Medicine. MSD
Cardiovascular Risk ’
Stratification for Acute Care
SpeechMate: Al-powered Engineering Denison
11. fluency enhancer app for Science (DF), Timothy' £84,883.66
stutter-free public speaking MPLS
Nanoparticle-mediated
immunotherapy for severe lenner Institute
12. asthma and treatment- MSD ! Hill, Adrian £84,098.12
resistant cohorts to widen
global access
Noetic: From Story to .
Structure - Validating a Safe Clinical Seymour,
13. . Neurosciences L £84,513.89
Al System for Chronic Pain Benjamin
(HM), MSD
Care
14, Commercialisation WIMM-BRDM, | \tead, Adam |  £9,360.00
Landscape & Partnering MSD
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Strategy for MRC CoRE:
Blood Resilience (delivered
by Wellspring)

Novel binders to MPOX Pandemic
15. antigens: overcoming the Sciences Adams, Emily £76,000.00
diagnostic sensitivity limit Institute, MSD
Grand Total:
£1,092,500.37




