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University of Oxford

Medical Sciences Office

John Radcliffe Hospital, Headington, Oxford OX3 9DU
Wellcome Trust Vacation Scholarships Summer 2008

Information for Applicants 
A.
Candidates must be: 

· at a university within the UK or Republic of Ireland;

· either undergraduates between their 2nd and 3rd, or 3rd and 4th years of their first degree studies and registered for a basic science, dentistry or veterinary degree; or 

· medical students between the end of their second year and the end of their penultimate year.  
Scholarship holders in the past have included basic scientists in biological sciences, chemistry, biochemistry, pharmacy and computing, as well as medics, vets, dentists and optometrists.
Using the application form provided we want you to provide the following information to assess your application: 

· your curriculum vitae including your recent degree course grades;
· information regarding any previous research experience;
· a statement from you indicating your motivation to undertake the project and what you are likely to gain from undertaking it;
· a letter or statement of support from your current tutor.
B.
The research project 
The project must be in the area of biomedical research, which means that projects should be carried out in biomedical or veterinary science departments even if you are not undertaking a degree in that scientific area. (there will be some exceptions where relevant biomedical research is carried out in the Mathematics, Physical and Life Sciences Division). A number of laboratories are listed on the website indicating that they would be interested in hosting a vacation student. If you do not have a project/supervisor in mind you should make contact with one or two of the supervisors named to discuss the proposed project. Once you think you have found a suitable project for you, the expectation is that the project details will be provided by the proposed supervisor. Please note that if you are an Oxford University student, you are prohibited from choosing the same laboratory as that in which you are, or expect to be, based for your Honour School project work. 
The application form should be used to provide the following details about the project:

· title of the project;

· a description of the project outlining the background, the aims and objectives, the methods of investigation and a brief outline timetable of the work;
· details of the training that you will receive;

· information about how the work relates to the work being carried out in the supervisor’s laboratory;
· details of what arrangements will be put in place to supervise you.

C.
Deadline for receipt of application

Applications must be received by Friday 2nd May 2008. Send the completed application form to: Vacation Scholarships, Mrs Philippa O’Connor, Medical Sciences Divisional Office, Level 3, John Radcliffe Hospital, Headington, Oxford OX3 9DU. We will let you and your proposed supervisor know if you have been successful by Friday 16th May. 
D.
Additional information
· The Wellcome Trust would like to encourage candidates to arrange their scholarship away from their usual place of study, where possible. 
· Scholarships are not available for the completion of students’ projects that are part of the normal degree course. 

· There should only be one application per student or per supervisor.  Awards are not transferable. 

· Scholarships are available for a period of up to eight weeks and provide a stipend of £180 per week.  Research expenses are not provided. 
· Awardees will be required to submit a brief report to the Wellcome Trust within three months of the project completion; a form will be made available on the Wellcome Trust website. 
Tel: 01865-221689  Fax: 01865-750750
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